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ARCHIE ROACH STAGE
In 2022, the inaugural Archie Roach Stage was launched at the 
Port Fairy Folk Festival to great acclaim. It returns in 2024 as 
an ongoing partnership between Port Fairy Folk Festival and 
the Archie Roach Foundation.

In July 2022, national treasure and Eastern Maar Elder, Archie 
Roach AM AC left peacefully for the Dreamtime and as a 
community we collectively felt the impact of losing one of 
this country’s greatest song men and storytellers. 

One of Archie’s proudest moments was when he officially 
opened the Archie Roach Foundation Stage on his mother’s 
ancestral lands at the 2022 Port Fairy Folk Festival. He smiled 
from ear to ear as he watched members of his own family and 
other Traditional Owners share culture through art, dance, 
and song workshops, yidaki healing and a yarning circle led  
by Uncle Rob Lowe.  

Archie himself held his iconic Kitchen Table Yarns with young 
artists live on stage. Get set for a buzzing stage filled with 
dance, story and song across many genres of music from First 
Nations artists from all corners of the continent. Many of 
Archie’s long time musical collaborators, friends and family 
will come together to honor his legacy across  
the long weekend. 

Artists featured on the 2024 Archie Roach Foundation Stage: 
Christine Anu, Alice Skye, Roger Knox, Joe Geia Band, Mau 
Power, JUNGAJI, Jem Cassar-Daley, Arrkula Yinbayarra 
(featuring Dr Shellie Morris AO), The Merrindas, Charlie 
Needs Braces, The Deans of Soul, Jalgany, Stuart Joel Nugget, 
Zipporah, Singing Our Futures Showcase feat. Katie Aspel, 
Janaya Roach, CANISHA, Gugin Bruthaz, SEDRIECE.

TRACY ROACH & 
MARIAH BRIGGS
KIRRAE WHURRONG TRADITIONAL 
ART WORKSHOP
SAT,  11:30 am – 12:30 pm

SUN, 10:30 – 11:30 am

MON, 11:00 am – 12:00 pm

Ngata (Hello) I’m Tracy Roach, a proud 
Kirrae Whurrong and Bundjalung 
woman and artist. As a member of the 
Stolen Generations I create art that 
connects me to my culture, country 
and most of all family. We, the Eastern 
Maar people, are Etchers and do line 
work, not dots. I’m blessed to have my 
daughter, Mariah by my side. We are so 
proud to share our art with you. 

CARLA LAUCH
BASKET WEAVING WORKSHOP
SAT, 11:00 am – 12:00 pm

SUN , 10:30 – 11:30 am

MON, 11:00 am – 12:00 pm

Join Carla Lauch to learn the art of 
basket weaving using traditional 
techniques from her great 
grandmother’s country, Kirrae 
Whurrong (Eastern Maar) with a 
contemporary twist. Born and raised 
on Bunurong / Boon Wurrung Country 
(Mornington Peninsula) Carla is the 
great niece of Archie Roach and the 
granddaughter of Archie’s big sister, 
Alma. Recommended for 8 years and 
above.Materials provided. Skill level: 
Suitable for beginners to advanced 
weavers.  
 
Only 15 places available - Book at  
the Festival Information Tent. 
 

 
LIONEL LAUCH
YIDAKI HEALING
SAT, 10:00 – 11:00 am

SUN, 9:00 – 10:00 am

MON, 9:30 – 10:30 am 

Lionel Lauch is a Gunditjmara Kirrae 
Whurrong – Bundjalung man residing 
on Boon Wurrung Country on the 
Mornington Peninsula. Lionel runs a 
cultural engagement business with a 
high demand for his yidaki-led healing 
meditation sessions. The yidaki 
produces deep rhythmic sounds, 
which Lionel uses specifically for 
healing practices. Senses are 
heightened allowing for deep listening 
as the vibrations flow over and through 
your body, connecting you to the 
earth and creating a space for 
powerful healing to take place.   
 

ROACH FAMILY TRIBUTE
FRI, 6:45 – 7:00 pm 

Members of Uncle Archie Roach’s 
family come together to honour his 
life and open the stage in story, dance 
and song. Hosted by Amos and Tracy 
Roach followed with a performance  
by Jalgany.

PAUL WRIGHT
TRADITIONAL DANCE WORKSHOP
SUN, 12:45 – 1:45 pm

Passionate about the preservation of 
culture through story and dance, Paul 
Wright, Briabalong/Gunai/Kurnai/
Gunditjmara/Kirrae Whurrong, shares 
the dreaming stories of animals; the 
emu, kangaroo and Bunjil the eagle for 
this interactive workshop. 

CONVERSATIONS

SINGING OUR FUTURES
CONVERSATION & PERFORMANCES
SAT, 1:00 – 2:00 pm

SUN, 2:00 – 3:30 pm

Singing Our Futures is a music 
mentoring program supported by the 
Archie Roach Foundation and led by 
First Nations Music producer, Candice 
Lorrae. It supports young emerging 
First Nations artists in their songwriting 
and recording journeys. At Port Fairy 
Folk Festival this year, there will be 
a conversation and performance by 
the Singing Our Futures mentee’s: 
Katie Apsel, CANISHA, Janaya Roach, 
Gugin Bruthaz and SEDRIECE. 
They’ll talk about navigating through 
music as young First Nations artists, 
songwriting, recording and playing 
their songs live. This conversation will 
be led by Kiwat Kennell.

 

OUR WOMEN OUR SONGS
ALLARA, MAYLENE YINARR & 
MPATHSOUL
SUN, 4:00 – 5:00 pm

First Nations Women in Music Victoria 
collective founders Maylene Yinarr, 
Allara and Monica Jasmine Karo aka 
MPathSoul, bring their music and 
knowledge to the stage in an honest 
yarn about their cultural, music 
and creative journeys as Aboriginal 
Women in the music and performing 
arts industry.

 

UNCLE ROB LOWE 
WELCOME TO THE YARNING CIRCLE
SUN, 11:30 – 12:30 pm

Senior Maar Nation Elder, Uncle Rob 
Lowe, welcomes you to his yarning 
circle sharing stories about what life 
was like living on the Framlingham 
Aboriginal Mission, ‘the mish’, set up 
in 1861 under the control of the Board 
for the Protection of Aborigines. 
Referring to himself as a professional 
wagger, Uncle Rob has been sharing 
yarns about the mish for the past 18 
years, through the story of his family.

WORKSHOPS

SONGS FROM THE 
KITCHEN TABLE: 

SONGBOOK LAUNCH
SAT, 2:30 – 3:30 pm 

Paying tribute to the legacy of Uncle 
Archie Roach AC AM and Aunty Ruby 
Hunter. Join us as we delve into the 
stories and songs that have shaped 
this country's cultural landscape. 
Through deep conversation and shared 
reflections, we honor the timeless 
melodies and powerful narratives that 
continue to resonate with audiences 
worldwide. Don't miss this unique 
opportunity to celebrate the rich 
legacy of two iconic voices in music 
led by their eldest son Amos Roach in 
conversation with long-time friends 
and family, Dr Shellie Morris, Jungaji, 
Allara Briggs Pattison, Nola Launch, 
Uncle Eric Richards and Janaya Roach. The Archie Roach Stage is proudly presented by Port Fairy Folk Festival 

and supported by Creative Australia and Creative Victoria.


